Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



/78 S 

■Icrt 



dbyGoogle 




dbyGoogle 



dbyGoogle 



dbyGoogle 



F 

■Jii 



THE CUBAN STRUGGLE FOR LIBERTY. 



AMBASSADOR BAYARD'S PARTISAN UTTERANCES. 
VENEZUELAN BOUNDATiY COMMISSION. 



SPEECHES 



HON. ROBERT R. IllTT, 



OP' ILIjINOIS 



HOUSE OY JiKI'UKSENTATiVES, 



December 13, 1S95, and March 13 acd April 3, 1836. 






dhy Google 



t 
1 7? ? 



dbyGoogle 



The Cnlilnn Slinssle for Ilbrrtr. 



SPEECH 

OF 

HON. E. E. HITT. 

Frulan, April 3, ISOG. 



Mr. HITT. 

Mr. Speaker: 1 present a conference report from the commit- 
tee of conference on the disagreeing votes of tlio two Houses 
^oucliing the CiiTjiin roRolntions. I ask for the reading of the re- 
port, and of the resolutions recorameniled. 

The Clerk read as follows: 

"fhofonunitteeof itonforence on the disttgiwlnff votcB «t tho two Houses 
ontheamioulmentjiot thoHiiuByof Ri>prcH<!iiffttiTCHtiitlioi''ininirr''nt.r<stcilii- 
tionsof tlio Mi?n»te (confiimmt riwotutiou lii, iiiirt.1Mmviii(r innt, after fnll 
and free conference have agreed to retommena and do rcuonuneiid to thoir 
rMpective Houses as follows: 

That tbo Hdusu rei^do from its amendments to tha Sonato concnrrent 
resolution, and ssroe to the same. 

ROBERT ft. HITT, 
BOItliUT ADAMK. Ja., 
JAMEH B. MoCREAKY, 
Managers on the part of I hr ll'iuir 'if Jlr/mKniUiUve*. 
.JOHN SHKItMAN, 
JOHN T. MUIKIAN, 
H, C. LOUWB. 
Managers un the part of the Senate. 

CONCURBEKT TIBSOLCTIOK. 

Reiolaeil hi/ Ike Sttuili- (tlii: Ilonse of lieprfxpnliitivf^ crmtrnTrlnij ftu-rein). 
That, in the opinion of Cnncress, a oondltltmof pulili'! war oxtsts l«itwoeii tbe 
Government of K)iatn and the (lovernnumt prochiinu^d imd f or ooini'tline 
maintained 1)y forw of arms l>y Hio pfio]ilB nf (;»(«; ami that the t'nit.-fl 
States of Amcrii.'a should maintain a atriut neutrality hotwenn tlu^ <'ont^nd- 
Ing jjowern, Hcuordin[;to eai:hall the rigLtsoI bulli|;eTtnts in tlieiiortsand 
territory of ths United Htntea, 

Hfiu'hvd f}trtlifr, Tlint tho friendly offlnes of the United Htftten shonld be 
ofEered hy the Prufidwit to tlio Spanish Government lor the reoqwuition of 
the independence of Cubs. 

Mr. HITT. Mr. Spealtor, the two ronolntions whifh have .I'nst 
been read, and to which the coiiferees on the iiart of thp Honf<i\ in 
committee of conference, have agrood jiropoMe, first, tliat our (Jov- 
emment ahonld accord to the strnKglinK pt'opleof C'nha IjeliigiT- 
ent rights; and second, tender friendly offires to tho Spanish 
Government for tho rt«ognilion of (.'nban indepimdence. These 
resohit ions passed the Senate on tho 2Mth of Feliniary by the over- 
whelming majority of 58 votes. Thi; HoiiNe of Kepresenf atives a 
few days later, on the Sd of Jlareli, mlojited hy 2-ir, majority, an a 
Bnbfttitnte for then». declarations vtjy similar in purport, inclnil- 
ing one additional resulation, that We ought to be prepared to pro- 
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tect the Intereats of American citizens in Cuba by intervention 
if necessary. , , , „ 

When tliey had gone back to the Senate that body aaked of the 
House a conference upon the disagreeing votes. In that commit- 
tee of conference, after we had discussed the three resolutions 
which had been adopted by the House and the two adopted by the 
Senate, it was agreed by tlie Senate conferees that the House res- 
olutions were in some respects preferable, and they yielded and 
agreed to our resolutions. 

They and many other Senators made an earnest effort to have 
them adopted by the Senate; but after weeks had passed away in 
debate which appeared likely to be indefinite in length, the Sen- 
ate, on the motion of the chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
Relations, who had urgently pressed those resolutions, noncon- 
curred and asked for another conference. We met them again, 
and they assured the House conferees that while they were aa 
earnestly of opinion as ever that the resolutions which the Honse 
had adopted ought to pass, yet they could give no assurance that 
they would at any time pass the Senate, as there waa manifestly 
an organized olratruction, which, under the antiquated rides of 
that body, where there is no means of stopping debate and bring- 
ing on a vote, might continue indefinitely. They asked us to now 
act in the same liberal spirit in which they had met ua, to agree 
to the Senate resolutions, take them back to the House, and pass 
them. This would at once secure final and complete action and 
defeat the dilatory debate. 

Remembering the great majority by which the House had 
adopted our resolutions and considering the vote an instruction, 
we who were conferees for the House for a long time insisted upon 
the action of the House being adhered to. The first resolution, 
that which favors the recognition of the belligerency of those 
struggling in Cuba, is substantially the same as passed by the 
Senate and as passed by the Honse. The second, which relates to 
the "independence" of Cuba, as stated in the Senate resolution, 
and to " a government by the free choice of the people of Cuba," 
as stated more cautiously in the Honse resolutions, aimed at the 
same thing, the tender of good offices to secure that purpose. 
The third House resolution, which related to the protection of 
American interests in Cuba, though wholly unobjectionable, 
though in accordance with intemation alia w, the usageof nations, 
and the practice of our Government, so plainly so that the only 
objection to it would seem to be that it was hardly necessary for 
Congress to make such a suggestion to the Executive— this reso- 
lution they asked us to drop. 

It would be in no worse position if it were dropped than if wo 
persisted, and all of the resolutions would fail because there waa 
no limitation on debate there. All of them would be talked to 
death if they once got back to the Senate, though there were not 
a dozen votes that could be mustered against them. Accordingly 
your conferees agreed to the two Senate resolutions. We now 
ask their adoption by the House. 

The second resolution differed from oura in that it proposed the 
tender of the good offices of this G-overnment to secure the recog- 
nition of the independence of Cuba by Spain. It was said— I said 
it and others said it on this floor in the fonner debate—that the 
expression " independence " seemed harsher thanwaan 
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and we said so to tlie conferees; but it was ui^ed. and it is true, 
that while a proposition to any Government in ordinary time of 

fieace to recognize the independence of a part of its territory as 
ndependent woiild be offensive, the reason why it is olfensive is 
because it is on its face manifestly intended to ofEend. 

A proposition bythe British representative here that we shonld 
recognize New England or California as independent wohKI be 
offensive; manifestly it would be intended as an ofEense. There 
is no reason in the present state of our affairs, no excuse for such 
a snggeation. But when war between a parent goveriniient and 
a dependency has gone on for some time and separation is the 
best solution of the ivar, it has often occurred that the niediiition, 
the tender of good offices by another to the parent government to 
induce the recognition of the dependency has been an easy way 
to peaceful arrangement and has so been received as a truly 
friendly act. That has happened with lis several times, and there 
was no objection taken in cases parallel to this, and can be none 
in this case unless there be a captious disposition to seek a 
quarrel. 

When the Spanish Government, in theearly pai-t of this century, 
was at war with its colonies on this continent, in South Anier- 
ica, and Mexico, our Government took the very step proposed in 
this second resoliition— tendered its good offices and friendly coun- 
flels with Spain, urging upon Spain the recognition of the inde- 
pendence of the colonies. That was done, bear in mind those of 
you who think that we are going too fast in this, and that there 
IB danger of our being called jingoes, by the most cautious and 
prudent of our Presidents, Mr. Madison, That is in the early 
history, and is a precedent of great authority, made by the man 
who more than any other may be called the father of the Consti- 
tution; and the Secretary of State who carried it out was Mr. Mon- 
roe, whose name is synonymous throughout the world with the 
wisest and noblest featui-e of the foreign policy of the Republic. 
That I may not misstate it in the least, I will read the words by 
which the President stated exactly what action he had taken 
touching the Spanisli colonies in revolt on this continent after the 
war had gone on for some time. 

In Mr, Monroe's message, after he was elected President, Novem- 
ber 14, lysO, he i-elatea the negotiations to adjust the differences, 
and says: 



And then states the a«tif>n of our Government in these words, 
which are almost the words of this resolution: 

To promote that result (inrlependencel by friPinlly counseln with other 
powers, incluilmg Spain herself, has been the uniform poUcy of this Govern- 
There is the first, the great precedent, eighty years ago, for the 
very action to which your conferees have assented and which they 
recommend to you to-day. I will not follow through ail tlic prec- 
edents, but I will come to one which is brought up so often in 
this House in another light — that of General Grant, when the 
Cubans were engaged in tlie ten years' war with Spain from 1 S(18 
to 1878. General Grant then made a projxwitiort to Spain, that 
ehe should recognize the independence of Cuba. Those of you 
who care to read it at length will find the discussion in the ia- 
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strnctions by Mr, Fish and the dispatches of Minister Sickles at 
Madrid. It is the very case we have in hand. That was an insur- 
rection or rebellion in Cuba not half so extensive as the present, 
and it was near the beginning;. Then the good offices of the 
United States were offered to bring the war to a close on the basis 
of Cnbaii independence, Spain to be paid an indemnity which the 
United States should guarantee. 

The ruler of Spain was General Prim, and he received that 
proposition in the same friendly spirit in which it was made. 
There was no rupture of relations, I will not read all his answers, 
which are contained in and discussed through several dispatches 
of considerable length, but onlj^ to show its spirit I will give a 
few words. They may conveniently be found by members in 
Senate Report 141. if anyone desires to read it. At the conclu- 
sion of his remarks, aflsenting to the proposition ofMr. Sickles, he 
aaid: 



sr the prusont ciinteai may end, whether in the aiippreBsion of the insur- 
1 cvtion or in the hett«r way of an (unicaWe ari'angemont through tho aaalat- 
ftneeof the United States, it is eqaally clear to me that the time haa como for 
Culja to govern hereelf: and if we Bucceed in puttiiiK down the insurrection 
to-morrow I nh»ll regard tho auliject in tho same light, that the child haa 
attained its majority and should be allowed to direct its own afEairs. Wo 
want nothbiR more tlian to get out o( CubB,,but it must bo done in a dlgnifiei 
and honorable manner. 

That was in response to General Grant's proposition that th« 
independence of Cuba should be recognized and that an indemnity 
should be made to Spain, which would be guaranteed by the 
United States. General Prim, however, made a condition that the 
Cubans must first lay down their arras, and after that there might 
be a vote by the people of Cuba on the question of separation. 
But the Cuban people would not consent to lay down their arms. 
They knew those witli whom they were dealing. Tliey thought 
they knew them too well to do that, and that stopped the nego- 
tiations, together with the fact that the matter became public 
and created excitement in Spain, Subsequent events siiowedthat 
the distrust of the Cubans was a wise one. No offense was taken 
by General Prim at tho friendly counsel of our Government that 
the indeiiendence of Cuba should be recognized. 

I mention this as showing whywe can, with reason, come to the 
suggestions of the Seiiatoi-s whom we met in conference, and adopt 
that resolution which passed the Senate by so great a majority. 
It is only advice that we give to another Government. It is not a 
matter of great importance. It is all in tie future anyhow. It 
is possible that Spain will not heed tke advice; but whether she 
hee^ it or not, we know how events are moving, that the car of 
destiny Is l)earing tho cause of freedom to triumph, and tho suc- 
cess and the independence of Cuba with or without the counsel of 
the stranger or theconsent of Spain will soon be achieved, accorded, 
ahd established. [Loud applause.] But the matter now most 
important is not giving advice, it is the proposition for immediate 
action. That is in the first resolution proposing that our Govern- 
ment at once reco^ize the belligerency of those who in Cuba ara 
Btruggling for their liberty. 

Mr, HENDERSON. If it will not intorropt the gentleman, 
wish to make a suggestion. 
2Qia 
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Mr. HITT. Not at all. 

Mr. HENDERSON. Most of m. I thinlt, iindorstand the mean- 
ing of tho recoguitiou of belligerency, but the conntry at liirge 
does not know just what is to be gained by the revolutioniflta from 
a recognition of their right of belligerency, and if it will not break 
into the line of the gentleman's thougiit, I wish he would explain 
that. 

Mr. HITT. I will endeavor to answer the queatlon as clearly 
and practically as 1 can. Tho gentleman has struck the essential 
question— tlie one that transcends all tho rest. That question of 
recognizing Cuban belligerency is tho one on which the American 

S'Ople have been fixing their attention most eameatly, Thia 
Duse has been flooded with petitions and memoriiUs by tliou- 
sands from legialatui-es. chambers of commerce, societies, from 
Churches, from aeaociatious of every kind, and from individual 
citizens hy tens of thousands. Yonr committee room has been 
choked with them. There ia no other subject for years on which 
there has lieen bo vast and mnltitudinouB an expreasion f)i; the 
]>eop]e'8 will rb this question of recognizing the belligerency of 
the Cubans who are struggling for freedom. They go to the very 
heart of the question. The people know juat what is most wanted 
and they ash us to do it. 

Some individuals, generally- those who call themselves business 
men, brokers, andfinancialmen, write us letters deprecatingaction 
of anj' kind, opposing any agitation or discussion on any foi-eign 
question that may diaturb the market. Tliey are not in favor of 
the Spaniard; they are not in favor of the Cuban. They care 
nothing whatever for either side. They aimplydeprecateany action 
which will affect the markets in which their hearts are bound up. 
But the unmistakable voice of the people of the United States as 
expressed in the enormoiis majority given in this Honae a month 
ago— 363 to 17— and in tho Senate— tl4 to C— is in favor of imme- 
diately recognizing the belligerency of the Cubans. 

Now, to answer the gentleman from Iowa, the effect of recog- 
nizing the belligerency of the Cubans will be, first, to give them a 
flag and a status. If a ship should entor New York Harbor this 
afternoon belonging to the Cuban insurgents, flying the Lone 
Star flag, sho would be liable to be treated as a pirate and all on 
board might be treated as criminals, as violators of law, as ene- 
mies of mankind. With recognition, the belligerents will have a 
flag with the same status as that of any other country, and a ves- 
sel flying that flag can go into New York Harbor right alongside 
of B Spanish frigate. But as we stand now, if they should go in 
there this afternoon, the Spanish minister would be at the State 
Department immediately asking to have them seized and treated 
BS pirates. 

Why, his predecessor made that very request, that high-handed 
and bloody request, of our Secretary of State eighty years ago, 
when a ship of one o£ the Spanish colonies, hearing its independent 
colors, entered our port, the minister claiming that they were 
pirates and demanding that they be treated as such. Pronounce 
that magic word "be£ligerency,"recognize those as belligerenta 
who are truly belligerents, who are carrying on war, and you at 
once give them that advantage and that status* among nations io 
our porta. The word "belligerency " exactly defines and describes 
what they are doing. They are carrying on war. Itecognize 



dhy Google 



them as belligerentB and yon enable them at once to do all that 
other nations are entitled to do— to carry a flag, to pnrchaae in 
oiar markets munitions of war and supplies of every kind, to pur- 
chase them openly and take them out openly, just as the Spanish 
Government now does — not hiding and Bkmking in obscure and 
distant ports by night to escape seizure, dogged every hour by 
spies and informers to give notice to our Government and have 
them arrested. Then men could go openly to join them, if not in 
armed expeditions. They could negotiate loans and sell bonds 
just as the Spanish Government is doing no'w. 

Mr. 8W ANSON. May I ask the gentleman a question for in- 
formation? Does he mean to say that if this resolution, as we are 
going to vote upon it to-day, is passed it will enable the Cubans 
to do all that? 

Mr. HITT. I believe that it will, because I believe that the 
President of the United States is not so recreant to his duty as an 
agent and servant of the people that he wiU disregard the vote of 
the people of the Unit«d States as expressed through the House 
o£ Kepresentatives and Senate by vast majorities. [^Applause.] 
The Househas already given a majority of 245 upon this question, 
but it has been null because, the action of the two Houses not 
being in accord, it has been in the air; but when these Senate reso- 
lutions have passed both Houses I have faith that we have a Presi- 
dent who will act as the elect of tho people of the United States, 
thoagent of the people of the United States, and not their "ruler." 
Therefore I say that I believe that jthe passage of this resolution 
will secure the recognition of the belligerency of the Cubans. 

Mr. LIVINGSTON . Would not another result follow the rec- 
ognition of belligerency— that the war between the two parties in 
Cuba would have to be a humane war, that prisoners captured 
from tho Cuban ranks by Spanish troops would have to be treated 
as prisoners of war? 

Mr. HITT, That is argumentative. I am speating of the 
immediate effect of our resolutions—of things completely within 
our power — which we can determine absolutely ourselves. 

Mr. NORTHWAY. I hope that the cJiairman of the committee 
[>Ir, HiTT] will not be further interrupted while he is stating the 
effect which a recognition of belligerency would have. We de- 
sire to have his statement on that point in compact form for the 
information of this House and the public. I hope gentlemen will 
defer their questions until the gentleman from Illinois is through 
with his statement. 

Mr. HITT, After we have recognized the belligerent rights of 
the Cubans men can openly leave our shores to aid the Cubans. 
The Cubans can go upon the stock boards in this city or anywhere 
else and publicly offer a loan — offer to negotiate their bonds, as 
our fathers did, during the Revolution, in Amsterdam. They can 
ne^jotiate loans either with other Governments or with private 
citizens. 

1 will give the House a definition of belligerent rights in words 
that will not be questioned. Mr. Canovas, the prime minister of 
Spain, made public last summera statement in which he discussed 
this very question. No one will accuse him of straining the defi- 
nition in favor of the Cubans. I will read his words. What I am 
about to read is no " fake. " This is no unsubstantial or unautbeo- 
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ticated paper. It cornea tons from the President, and is apart of 
House Document No. 334. Saya Minister Canovas; 
From the moment of their rocognitio 

ocean under the flag of the lone Btar; rt ^.. 

about with a freedom that otherwise they could never enjoy; and they could 
BYBQ carry on privateering. 

That does not state all that the recognition of belligerency 
■would accomplish, but it states the great and important advan- 
tages that such an act would give to the Cubans. The Spanish 
G-ovemnient to-day is doing all those things. It sends its agenta 
to Hartford to buy axms: they buy them also in Philadelphia, 
Any man can openly go from this country to join the Spanish 
forces. He may, if he chooses, announce the fuct in the news- 
papers and have a reception before he starts, yet go unmolested. 
The Spanish Government is, in fact, buying supplies here. 

Why, sir, the United States is at this hour a base of operations 
of the Spanish Government in crushing the Cubans who are strug- 
gling for theirfreedom. Under the pretense of neutrality we are, 
every time the Spanish minister gives intimation to the State De- 
partment, running to capture men who may be about to start to 
Cuba or to seize supplies of arms intended for the Cubans, in any 
port, in any remote corner of the country anywhere. We have 
not even confined our assistance to our own ports. In the case 
of the Hawkins we pursued the Cubans out upon the high seas at 
the behest of Spain. Is that real neutrality? Is that fairness? 
Is it justice? Arewenotin spirit and in fact the efficient oppress- 
ors of the Cubans ourselves? 

Much has been said about this proposed action being a departure 
from the custom of our fathers — from the coursepursued by former 
Presidents. Why, sir, this is nothing new. That great man to 
whom I referred a few moments ago dealt with this question so 
practically that there is little more left to be said as to the duty 
and the right of a nation to recognize belligerency in such a case. 
In 1815, after Mr. Miidison had issued his proclamation touching 
the Spanish- American colonies — the ordinary proclamation of neu- 
trality to forbid armed expeditions — the Spanish minister, Cheva- 
lier De Onis, demanded that our President shonld send orders to 
seize in our ports any ship that came from any of the rebel col- 
onies. He denounced the men on any such vessel as pirates, ban- 
dits, and brigands. 

Do you observe, gentlemen, that these phrases now soglibnpoQ 
Spanish tongues and in the mouths of friends of the Spanish cause 
are not new at all? When a man is not an humble follower of 
oppressive authority, he is a "brigand," When he is not on their 
side, but flghting with such resources as God haa given to him to 
save the liberty that God gave him, then he is a wandering bandit. 
That minister demanded that these ships should be seized and the 
men treated as pirates. He demanded ihat our ports be closed to 
ttie revolutionists under the flags of Buenos Ayres, Carthagena, 
and the Mexican Congress, and other places which have, he saya, 
" revolted against the authority of the King, my master. " It is a 
pleasure to read the dignified and noble language in reply by a 
great patriot and statesman. Let me read the words; Mr. Mon- 
roe wrote them January ID, 1816, as Mr. Madison directed: 

The President thought it proper some time past to give oniora to tlio col- 
lectors not t<> make tlio flag of any vpssol a. /'*-^'■^■^"" '"■ .^.^.wii+inn .-,* i>a -a^ 

mlHsion Into the iwrts of the Unitoa States. 
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AH that ynar Onvoiiniient had a right to clnim of the United States was 
that they shDald not luturforo In the <!ontoat or promote by any active serv- 
Ico the Huecees ottiio revolution, adfnitting that they continued to overloolt 
.the injuries ritteircd from Kiuiiii iliid roinainod at paaKO. This right waa 
common to the i^olnnists. With oqual justic-i) might tlioy ciaim that we would 
not Interfere Ixi thoir diiadvantane— 

Who thinka of that nowin this great contest, where we are doing 
allthatwe can tothe diaatlvantago of tliose with whom every true 
heart now eyini)athizes?— 

that onr porta should remain opon to both parties aa thoy wero before the 
oommen cement of the strngBlo; that our laws regulatinx commerce with 
forclirn nations should not bo cnanged to their injury. In these principles 
the United tjtatus have acted. 

I wish, Mr. Speaker, that I cordd say to-day that on these prin- 
clploR tlie Unitcil States have acted within the last year. 

Now, do not aay that this action of President Madison waa lim- 
ited simply to letting the ships come into the ports of this country. 
It was to do more than that. It was a direct practical recognition 
of belligerency with all of its consequences. Afterwards Mr. 
Monroe, when he had liecome President, recited these events and 
their consequences, and stated what had been the conduct of the 
United atatestoward tho participants in the conflict. Mark these 
Words; this was the way the great American acted eighty years 
ago to men situated as the Cubans are now situated; 



They have enjoyed an equal right to purcLaso and export arms, munl- 
tiona of war, and every other supply, the exportation of nil articles w hnt nifpi- 
being permitted under lawB nhlcn were pa."iBod long before the & 



That is what we ought to do to-day. There is a sentence a little 
farther on which I commend to the attention of the House. I will 
not detain you by reading at length even the words of this great 
man, save to give an extract here and there: 

An Hoon as the movement assumed such a nteody and consistent form as to 
make the Bucoosfl of the provinces probable the i-ights to which they wara 
entitled hy the law of nations ns equal parties to a civil war were extended 
to them. Each party was permitted to enter onr ports with Its pnbllc and 
prlv.itfi sJiipfi and tnlte from thom every article which waa the sultiuct of 
ooinmerce with other nations. 

And then ho recites f^aui with emphasis and fullness our con* 
dnct toward both parties in the contest. Now, what ie the situar 
tli.in? Is not thesnccessof the provinco of Cuba probable? Have 
not those men there in arms shown tliat they can not bo sub- 
dued? The Spanish minister made public an address to the people 
of the United States on the 33d day of February, in which he said 
that Spahi had sent 135,000 troops. Tlie Spanish war publicationa 
show that there were 31,000 troojts already in Cnl)a as a perma- 
nent army, holding; the people said to bo so loyal to the Spanish 
Government before this great army went. 

And yet. Mr. Hpe;tker, in spite of the coming of these men, 
135,000 in number — with infantry, cavalry, and artillery, and 
bi'sides that 40 ships of war — to cnish the Cubans, they have baffled 
them and defied them. Yes, and General Weyler, it is said, has 
just asked for 40,000 more troops. More than that: Beginning in 
the eastern provinces at Santiago, these revolutionists have swept 
westwanl, ateaiUly, resistlessly, lighting, avoiding, gaining all tlift 
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time, choosing their own ground of battle, commanded by leadera 
whose ability now has long been vindicated, iibility whicli none 
will qaestion, nntil province aitcr province has f iilleii before them; 
and fliey have passed thi-ouf^h 700 miles of vanquished Spanish 
territory smd Spanish armies. To-day they hold tlireo-fourths of 
the Island of Cuba. 

The Spanish troojK are practically penned up in the cities, They 
have only detaclimonta outside of towns. Tho country is Ctiban 
and the Cuban army holds it. The Cuban capital, Cuhitas. is 
more secure than Habana is to-day. It is not a war of similar 
dimensions to the ten years' war of 18(>8 and 1878. Tlmt never 
extended far beyond the oastom province of Santiago, and even 
that it was impossible for tlie power of Sjtain to subdue. Tliey 
held that monarchy at bay for ten years, although they had 
not an armed force one-foiirth as great as that now under the 
commands of Generals Gomez and Maceo. 

They never were subdued at all. They were induced to treat, 
and Gfeneral Campos, who hail not been successful in snlxluiog 
them, made a compact with them — the peace of Zanjon, Tliis was 
done upon tiie sug(j;estion of the Government of the United States. 
By that compact the Cubans were to have self-government, re- 
duced taxation, tasation only with representatitm. They were to 
have the expenditure of those taxes at home in large |»art. They 
were themselves to share in full proportion in adminiatcring the 
government. 

On that pledge, on tliose promises, they laid down their arms. 
Every promise was violated. Every pledge in that compact, fol- 
lowed toy submission, though kept to the eai', was broken to the 
hope; though kept in fonn ui many cases, was utterly disregarded 
in fact, and the^ were subjected to ojiprossion as harsh as ever. 
They were m-omised freedom of elections, representation in the 
Sjianish paniament, self-government in tlie pi-ovinces and in the 
cities, thecontrol of tho taxation laid upon themselves. There is a 
paper which has been sent to every member of the House, I under- 
stand, and I had a copy of it, purijorting to bo signed by a number 
of Spaniards in New York. They do not pretend to be Cubans, 
but Spaniards, who say in this letter that tney know about these 
affairs. They seem to have read up or leai'ned in some way, or 
think they have, and they assort that Cuba is a free country: that 
those people are entirely mistaken in thinking they are not free; 
that Cfuba is as free as Canada, and Cubans have ample rcpreaen- 
tation in the Cortes or Spanish parliament. 

Now, we have before ua a document sent by the Secretary of 
State in Senate Document 166, prepared, not by Spaniards nor by 
our own people, but by Cultans. They know of what they speak; 
and while I will not go over thedctaiis, I will give the statement 
of one of the real Cuban members of the Spanish parliament, 
who himself tella just what a mockery is the pretended voting or 
suffrage and representation of Cubans. Only a little over 8 per 
cent of the people of Cuba are Spaniards— that is, Spanish resi- 
dents in Citba whoso homes are in Spain; yet that electoral law is 
SO framed that as a matter of fact there are only 5S,I)00 of the 
1,600,000 people of Cuba who are on the electoral lists, andtfas 
Spanish dement, with only 9 per cent of tho population, have a 
preponderence of the men elected to parliament and everywhere 
ebe. They administer it all. Here is a specimen: In the municipal 
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district of Gftines the population is 13,000, of whopn 500 are Span- 
iarda. On the electoral list, out of the 13,000 native Cubans, there 
are 63, and out of tho 500 Spanish residents there are 400 who are 
voters. 

Now, to clinch this whole business, there is a permanent coramis- 
Bioii to revise the electoral list and settle all disputes, and that 
commission is appointed by the captain-general, by Weyler, a nice 
officer to appoint a reviewinff board for an electoral list. Here 
are numbers of instances stated of the flagrantly arbitrary con- 
duct by which the people were disfranchised. There are several 
scores of members of the Cortes sent from Cuba, but they are not 
Cubans, They are the bitterest enemies of the Cubans. There 
are sometimes Cubans elected to tho Spanish Cortes, but the men 
who are elected under these forma as Cuban members of that par- 
liament and representing Cuba are of that envenomed class that 
is the most bitterly hostile to them all, the resident Spaniards. 
Says Mr. Varona, himself long a member, in the most favorable 
epochs the number of Cuban representatives, out of the dozens 
that are sent, has not exceeded sis. 

Now, as to the local government, what kind of self-government 
have they? This gentleman states that of which Cubans know — 
not newspaper tales, nor oificial falsehoods and bulletins. Lately 
in the board of aldermen in Habana there was not a single Cuban. 
In the board at Gtiines, wifh a population of 13,500 inhabitants, 
there was not one Cuban found in tho council of that province. 
So, too, in Matanzae, there were two, and in Santa Clara tiiere 
were two. These are the most populous provinces in Cuba. That 
is the "self-government"' to which tlieyhave been treated! 

Mr. PATTERSON. WiU my friend allow me to interrupt him? 

Mr. HITT. Yes. 

Mr. PATTERSON. I understand that the population of Cuba 
amounts to about 1,600,000. Now, what information have the 
Committee on Foreign Affairs , what official information, in respect 
to the proportion of that population engaged in the effort to throw 
off Spanish authority or m sympathy with that element? 

Mr. HITT. We have a document that was sent to this House 
at the request of our committee, which gives scores of statements 
from our conaiilar officers in Cuba, giving the number of armed 
men. As long ago as last August the force of Cuban insurgents 
in tho field was given at 30,000, of whom 10,000 were pretty well 
armed. They have increased steadily since. If tho gentleman 
desires infoi-mation on that subject — and of course the essence of 
it all is, what is the scope, extent, and force of the military power 
of the insurrection— I ^vili say to him that I hold in my hand a 
detailed statement, handed to mo since the House was called to 
order to-day, giving the number of troops who are now organ- 
ized, and a large part of whom are in active campaign for the 
Republic of CiilMi. I v,-ill have the statement read at the desk if 
the gentleman desires it. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Will the gentleman state the substance 
of it? 

Mr. HITT. In tho Province of Santiago de Cuba the total is 
13,fl00. The divisions and the names of the commanding officers 
and the iiosts at which they ai'e located are given. In the Province 
of Puerto Priiici]ie, which is a small province, there arc 2,500. In 
the Province of Santa Clara there are 5,000 troops in the field. 
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Mr. PATTERSON. Let us have the aggregate. 

Mr. HITT. I will come to that in a moment. In Matonzaa 
there are 8,900; in Hahana, 8,100; in Pinar del Rio, ri.rM. and in 
the armies of Generals Gomez and Maceo. 10,700, The total ie 
60,723 men. I will insert the whole statement: 

CPBAN ARMY OF OCCUPATION. 

Province of Santiago de Cuba. 

Maj. Gen. Josfi Maceo (black) 3,ono 

Brig. Gen. Pcrieo Peruz (white) 3 UOO 

Bi'ig. Gen. MatiasVega(wliit«) 1,000 

Qen, Aueuatin Cenreco (mulatto) , I.IKJO 

Gen. Camello Rajaa (white) BOO 

Gen. Josli Babi (Indian) l,aO0 

Gen. Mannel Capoti (white) __ HOO 

Col. FeUr Bnon (mulatto) BOO 

Col. Fraiictsco Delgado (wliitej . 400 

Colonel Carttaagena (black) ..„ 600 

Colonel Heaboraria (white) . 400 

Col. Joaquin Planao (white) . aw 

Col. Remegio Marlero (wliite) . . , 200 

Colonel Rodrigin.* (Spaniard) (white) __ . 40() 

Col. Salvo Beos (Wnei) . 6iX) 

CoL Pedro Popa (black) 300 

Total ~ys,mi 

ProKiitce of Puerto Principe. 

Ma]. Gen. May !a Rodrigues (white) l.BDO 

Brig. Gen. Lope Redo (white) _ 1,000 

Total 3,500 

This force servea as escort to the officials of the Gaban Republic, 
who, like the first Congi-essea of America, as after the burning of 
Washington in the war of 1812, are compelled to move by the 
exigencies of war, biit they remain within a zone about equal to 
the area of our State of Delaware. The Marquia of Santa Lucia, 
president; the vice-president, Bartolo Mauso; Minister of War 
Roloff, Minister of Treasury Pina, and all others axe white. 
Province of Santa Clcira. 

Maj. Gen. SernBn Sanchez (white) - 3,000 

Colonel Roban (white) _.., 000 

Colonel Rcgo (white) 1,3)0 

Colonel Cortefia (white) 3U0 

CoL Felipe Toledo (white) 300 

Col.LlnoPerea (white) _ 300 

Lieut. Col, Loon CioVedal (white) - 30Ci 

Lieut. CoLSlxtoKoquo (white) - aoO 

Total 5,000 

Provi)ice of ifalanzas. 

Maj. Gen. Francisco Carillo (white) S.ron 

BHgadioi- General lAcret (white)... l.WXt 

Gen. PauchoPcroz (white) l.TiOO 

Col. Clotlldo Garcia (black) 400 



CoL Joseph Roqne (white)-. 
- ■ elC)ulet(whlte) 



Colonel 6 



Colonel Morijon (nminttti) _. 

Col. Demas Martinez (black). _ 

Col, (Alfred Giidoy) "El Ingleaico" (white). - 
Col. Edward Garcia (white) 

Total 

S3U 
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Maj. Sen. Jose Maris Agnirre (white). . 

Qeu. Rafael de Cnrtlenaa (whlt«) 

Ool. Jnan MaSfioPflrra (white) 

CqlOflelCiistlllo(wIilto) 

Colonel A.mi«uoreiiii (wbJte) 

MnJorVill annoy a (black) 

Col. Diaz Htirnand»iE(wllil:o) 

Lileutenmit-Colonel Coriro (Wliife) 

Lleutenaat-Colont'lPalacios (black) — 



Totill 

Pinar del Rio Province. 
MaJ. Gen. DIotilnfilo Gil (white) 



Bafnel SopoiTo (wlilte) 

FredeHoo Alphonso (white) (recruits)-- 

mel Olivia (Whitej__ 

MiaUel Lnao (wiito) 

E'ltnliiiii Varona (white) 

orCn8tlllo(blaclt)- - 



ARMIES OI' INTAfllOR. 

Gonornl-in-oIiIerilffaicinioCtomoH (white) 

Lient. Ocn, Antonio Maceo (mulfttto) 

Brig. (iim. Quinton BatKte'albla-:!!)-- 

BriK. (]un..Tos6Mir(>(Si)aniiuiI, white) - 

Bi'l*. (Jon.BrunoZayas (white) 

iiaa, Estal)oTamayo(whltB) 

OolonolNunPK (white) __ 

Col. Carl to Alvarea (white) 

Col. Roberto Bermudez (white) 



Total of all forces in arms 






Offlcers. 


No. 


Color. 


Whlt«, 


Black. 


MulattQ. 


Indian. 




* 


IB 

sr 


3 
5 


1 
3 


























01 




3 













In ranks bearini; anns, 10 per cent black and 00 per cent wbit«. 

This iaa taliloof offlcDrscominandingoperatingcolninns. Bach 
of their separate colmniis is regularly officered as in the United 
States Armr, the tables showing color and strength of leader, 

Mr. PATTERSON. Now, onefurther question. Whatnuinber 
of Cuhftiia — I mean citizens of the island, not resident Span- 
iards— what number of Cubans have enlisted in the cause of 
Spain in an effort to pitt down the insurrection? 

Mr. HITT, It ia sjvid there are many Cubans— it is even stated 
officiiilly, Btit I understand from Cubans who are in earnest in 
behalf of their cause that tliose who are thus entitled Cubans and 
who arc in the Spanish aniied forces are the same class aa those 
men called ' ' volunteers. '' Perhaps the gentleman is aware of what 
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fa ndsnamed a " volunteer " in Cnba. The Cuban " vohinteer " 
means a Spaniard in Cuba who is Buhject to military dnty under 
the Spanish law in Spain ; bn t by a provision of the law he is allowed 
the choice of performing service in Cuba, and tliat is called "vol- 
unteering " to do duty abroad insteatl of at home. These are the 
hitterest men, the most implacably hostile and cruel, that the 
Cubans have to meet. They are the men who form the cloud of 
vnltures, of officeholders, speculators, privileged Broilers, who have 
made the island poor. It paya $30,000,000 a year in taxes, and be- 
aidea that the exactions and peculations. 

Mr. PATTEKSON. From what source do you get that informa- 
tion? 

Mr. TUCKER. The gentleman from Tennessee means the 
information about the nnml>er of troops. 

Mr. HITT. Tliat was handed me by a gentleman who returned 
from Cuba within a day or two — a very responsible gentleman, 
who was introduced to me by members of the House who knew 
and vouched for him as a man of intelligence, integrity, and high 
character. I have not permission to use Ins name, but it will M 
given me in a moment, if desired, by the gentleman who presented 
him. I am assured that the figures are from General Gomez him- 
self. 

Mr. PATTERSON. Then, if I underatand it, substantially it la 
about this: The native population of Cuba liave contributed about 
60,000 men to resist the authority of Spain, that that army is 
maintained by the native population of Cuba, and that the natives 
of Cuba have directly contributed no soldiers to the Spanish 
cause. 

Mr. HITT. Well, I would not answer that I know that fact 
one way or the other. That is a question in dispute. But we 
can infer some things which are so plain that by the laws of moral 
evidence and reason we can not but be convinced. I see the 
point of the gentleman's question. What is the tendency and 
wish of the people? There is every reason to believe, 1 think, 
that the people of Cuba are most earnestly devoted to the cause 
of independence and are determined to separate from Spain, The 
insurgent forces have worked in perfect hannony; the people 
recruit them spontaneously as fast as th^ fall away from exhaus- 
tion on the march or perish in battle. They have no uniforms, 
no rations. They have all the hardships of war and none of ila 
splendors. Their, anus were simply^ rough chopping knives of 
me plMJtations, called machetes, until they captured lietter arms 
from the Spaniards whom they overtlirew and stripped of their 
Mauser rifles. If theSpanisliGovemment believed what ItsofHcers 
constantly say and publish abroad in bulletins, that Cuban armies 
only represent brigands, incendiarii'S, and marauders, why do not 
they arm the good citizens and let thom drive out the brigands? 
They would do it if these were brigands. Our people did it in 
the West; did it often in my youth. They organized to catch the 
brigands and esecnted them. But instead of that being the fact 
in Cuba, we have everv evidence that the Cuban people regard 
the Spanish rule with the utmost detestation. 

Mr. PATTERSON. If my friend will pardon me for a moment. 
I will tell him the thought I have in mind, 

Mr. HITT. I ^vill be glad to yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. PATTERSON. And thatls this: If the people of Cuba, the 
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iitiiabitants of the island, are practically tuiited, or stibstantially 
united, in an effort to secure their autonomy and tlieir liberty, 
in my judgment they are entitled to it. And if this Government 
^ould interpose its authority to prevent Spain from acquiring by 
force of arma territory contiguous on the North American con- 
tinent, I do not see why Spain should be permitted to retain ter- 
ritory by means of subjngiition. [Loud applause.] 

Mr, HITT, The gentleman speaks to a point which ia not now 
proposed for action, and as I am simply explaining a conference 
report the gentleman will not expect me to respond to his remarlis, 

Mr. POWERS. Will the gentleman yield to me for a moment? 

Mr. HITT. With pleasure. 

Mr. POWERS. I observe the gentleman from Illinoia is thor- 
oughly conversant with the facts touching thia interesting matter; 
interesting not only to Cuba, but to thia nation. I would like to 
request him to state to the House whatthe foiTa of government is in 
Cuba that is directing the action of those insurgents. It has been 
stated, as the gentleman no doubt is well aware, that tbere is no 
such thing as any form of government there in an organized 
capacity, but that the army is made up of a band of marauders 
fighting for spoil. Now, if it be true that the army is made up of 
soldiers fighting for civil rights, is there a central power, is there 
a council with an administration that directs the movements of 
that army? 

Mr. HITT. Mr. Speaker, the government of the insurgent 
movement, the revolutionj in Cuba is a republican government, 
with a president; but in its beginning, like all revolutions, the 
very essence is the military power; that overshadows all other. 
They have an organization of civil officers. They have secured 
possession of province after province. In some cases they have 
almost the whole of the territory of a province in peaceful occu- 
pation administered by their officers. I have here an official copy 
of the constitution of the Cuban Republic. They have worked 
harmoniously from the beginning, each obeying his superior, 
showing the highest confidence— a real organization. Organiza- 
tion does not lie in words nor in printed papers. It is a fact. 
They obey their officers; their officers work in harmony. It is a 
consistent political and military movement, such a one that it 
can carry on war, and has carried it on vigorously, successfully, 
victorioi^y, from the very start. 

The question as to the unity of the Cubans is a serious one. As 
to their sincerity in opposing Spanish domination, whether they 
are brigands orwhether they are patriots, theyhave a great army 
against them, armed with all the appliances that the modern art 
of war can furnish. They are without pay, No Cuban soldier 
has ever received a day's pay in all this long year of battle and 
march and suffering. They have no uniforms. They can be 
described in the same language that Comwallis applied to Wash- 
ington's army when he followed its trail through New Jersey and 
described the soldiers of that army as "tatterdemalions." Bare- 
footed, half-clad, armed only with the weapons they have torn 
from their conquered enemies, those Cuban soldiers have marched 
on from fight to retreat and from retreat to figiit. 

Their generals have not let the Spaniards set for them the places 
of battle. I do not know but that the Spanish generals have been 
able men. It is not my part to speak of them otherwise than with 
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respect as to their abilities. But if they are able men, then the 
Cuban generals are men whose names should be placed beside that 
of Tonissant, who organized the black army in Haiti which de- 
feated the French, or by that of Hannibal, who organized savage 
tribes into armies that defeated the finest infantry in the world. 
Their generals have created out of the iinmblest raw material 
soldiers who have borne what our troops could not bear-^elay, 
defeat, retreat, return to action, reattack, and victory. That is the 
proof of ability in the generals and in every individnal soldier. 

They have shown all these high qualities and done all these 
great deeds without the sordid hope of reward, bearing them- 
selvea more patiently through this incessant struggle than our 
fathers did during the saddest period of our Revolutionary war, 
when they had to change their capital nine times in the course of 
the struggle, when the troops were without pay and clothing and 
were sometimes on the verge of disorder and mutiny. There has 
been no snch complaint on the part of the Cuban soldier, who 
humbly took what he could get, ate what he could fiud, and went 
forward with nnfalterios heart, with bare and bloody feet, to 
meet the enemy and fight again. [Applause.] Such a people 
deserve liberty. They earn it. General Campos complained, and 
General Weyler has repeated the' complaint, that their want of 
success in many instances was owing to the fact that they oper- 
ated in a country where they could get no trustworthy informa- 
tion and where they never could rely Upon their guides. Mark 
that significant testimony. 

Remember that the guide was in the clutch of those cruel hands 
that love to strangle, and yet, looking death in the face, those 
humble, lowly men and women in the cabins and by the wayside 
in Cuba who were taken as guides would rather face death than 
lead the Spanish troops to the slaughter of their brethren in arms. 
Could there be a more striking testimony than this from the month 
of the Spanish commanders themselves of the devotion of the 
Cuban people to their cause, like that of the early martyrs to the 
Christian faith? 

Mr. Speaker, I have endeavored to explain the reasons which 
led your committee to accept these resolutions, and in doing so I 
have been drawn into talking longer than I had intended. The 
suggestion has been made more than once that our action, if it 
led to the recognition of the Cuban Republic and its independence, 
would be but an introduction to a period of revolutions and an- 
archy, as in the other South American colonies of Spanish origin. 
But bear in mind one fact, which is never mentioned by those 
who make this prediction. There are only two spots in America 
where the Spanish race in considerable numbers really colonized 
as did the Anglo-Saxons in our country. One is Chile; the other 
Cuba. 

In most of the Spanish-American countries the population has 
been, and is to-day, very largely Indian, with a minor per cent 
of Spanish blood ruling. But few Spanish women or families 
ever came. In Chile the Spaniards transplanted themselves 
actually. The European race went to live there, as it did in Cuba, 
and in Cuba to-day there are a million people of the European 
race and only 600,000 others. Forty years ago the securities of 
Chile were good in the markets of the world. It has a compara- 
tively stable government. Let the people of Cuba, who are of a 
SS13— — 3 
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fiber and spirit that knows how to work, a people with heads that 
know how to think — let them once become free and they will soon 
know how to rale themselves and to organize a government which 
will be stable and proeperons and which will earn our heartiest 
good wishes for its permanent enccess. 

It is onr dnty to pass these resolntions. These peole are imi- 
tating ns. All the traditions of Americans, all our paat, every- 
thing in onr own hietorv, appeal to ns to cheer and encourage 
rather than aid to trampleupon these men in Cuba who arestrug- 
gling to become what we are. Why, Mr. Speaker, the very men 
who are now blackening the characters of the "banditu" will be, 
or their grandchildren will be, among those who will show them- 
selves most anxious to prove that they are descendants from some 
of Gomez's captains [laughter]; just as in the cities along the 
Atlantic coast one hundred and twenty years ago, at the time when 
the barefooted soldiers of Washington were marching over the 
Jersey hills and plains, there were persons not overcharged with 
devotion to the cause of freedom, but whose descendants are moat 
active in their efforts to discover or to invent stories of pedigrees 
showing descent from those soldiers, organizing "Sons" and 
" Daughters " of the Revolution. [Laughter and applause,] 

I do not care to prolong these remarks much further. I will 
simply answer one suggestion which has been made. It has been 
frequently nrged that we are under friendly obligations to Spain 
and that the action here proposed would be nngratef nl on onr part, 
as everybody knows that Spain is most intensely averse to our 
tailing this step. 

Sir, not long ago the Spanish Government had an opportunity 
to show its friendship for us when we were embarrassed by the 
war of the rebellion. The Spanish Government atthattimeorgan- 
ized a fleet, arranged a movement with two other Governments, 
made a naval demonstration in the West Indies, and seized upon 
the Island of Santo Domingo. They held that island for a con- 
siderable time while our country was engrossed in the war of the 
rebellion. Afterwards they were expelled by the people there. It 
was disclosed subsequently in a debate in the Spanish Cortes by 
the men who as ministers had conducted that business that they 
did it in order to "drive out the Yankees"; that that whole move- 
ment was organized to prevent onr jetting the naval station of 
Samana; that it was carried on in concert with Louis Napoleon, 
who was organizing a movement on Mexico to overthrow a repub- 
lic there and set up an empire while we were engaged in a ^eat 
duty that prevented onr interfering with him. 

Sitcli ia the friend that the Spaniard was to us. We are under 
no obligations to favor Spain and oppression as against Cuba and 
freedom. The truth is that in sucu matters as these there are no 
friendships. Friendship is no sentiment, any more than would 
be aversions and hates, on which to base a national policy or a 
national movement. The prime consideration in a quration like 
this is .iustice— f aimesB to all. Enlightened self-interest as to onr 
own people and all that concerns them should gnide us in the dis- 
charge of our duty. It is our duty now to say we believe that 
these iieople, struggling as did our fathers, should be recognized 
ns men carrying on war, as belligerents. When this utterance 
has gone from the representatives of the peojjle to the White 
House I have faith to believe that the Executive will hwd the 
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voice of this nation, expressed by such vast majorities in Honse 
and Senate and by every sign that indicates the wish of the 
American people. [Ai)plaiise,J 

The cause of Spam is manifestly waning from week to wcelc. 
The rainy season will soon come on, and then the stars in their 
courses will fight for Cuban freedom. An end will come to Wey- 
ler boasts and savageries. Onr action here will speedily be fol- 
lowed by results great and practical, and the sulEerings of those 
unfortunate people, their tortures in prison pens and lonely 
marshes and mountain retreats, will come to an end. They will 
see the sunrise — the morning of a new and brighter day — and wo 
shall all be glad to say that we hailed the coming of free Cuba. 
[Applaiise.l 

Mr, HYDE. Allowme asinslequestion. Arewetounderatajid 
that if the President should fail to take any action upon these 
concari-ent resolutions they would then be eiitii-ely nugatory except 
as an expression of opinionand of our friendly feeling toward Cuba? 

Mr. HITT. I will not as.sume that such a thing is possible; 
thereforeldeclinetoanswerthegentleman'squestion. [Applause.] 

Monday, April G, 1S36. 

The question being on the conference report and the adoption 
of the resolutions relating to Cuba, there were, yca.s ^-Ifi, nays 37. 

ITie announcement of the vote was received with prolonged 
applause. 
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Ambassador Bayard's Partisan Utterances. 



SPEECH 

OF 

HON. E. R. HITT, 

Wednesday, March IS, 189S. 
Mr. HITT. Mr. Speaker, I call up the special order, the resola- 
tioii in relation to certain speeches delivered by our ambassador 
to Great Britain. 
The SPEAKER. The aerb wiU read the resolution. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

Wl 
3rlt£ 
180S, _. 

" He (the President; of the United States) Ktanrts in the midBt of a. strong, 
sel(-eonfldent, and ottentimea violent people— men who seek to have their 
own yiay, and I tell you plainly that it takes a rctfvl man to govern the people 
of the United States; " and 

Whereas ThomnH P. Bayard, ambassador of the United States to Great 
Britain, aald in a public speech delivered In Edinburgh, Scotland, on Novem- 
her 7, ISSo, as f oHowa : 

"In my own country I have witnessed the insatiable growth of that form 
of state socialism styled 'protection,' which I believe has done more to foster 
olass legislation aod ci'eate inequality of fortune, to corrupt public Ufe, to 
banish men of independent miail and character from the public councils, to 
lower the tone of national reproEeotation, blunt public conscience, create 
% false standards in the popular mind, to familiarize It Avith reliance upon 
State aid and guardianship in privat* affairs, divorce ethics from politlce, 
and place politics upon the low level of a mercenary scramble, than any 
other single cause. • • * 

"■It (the said policy of protection) has unhesitatingly allied itself with every 
policy which tends to commercial isolation, dangerously depletes the Treas- 
ury, and saps the popular conscience by schemes of corrupting favor and 
lai^esse to special classes whose sujiport is thereby attracted. Thus it has 
done so much to throw legislation into the political market, where jobbers 
and chaff erers take the place of Btatesmeni Therefore 

Be it resolved. That it is the sense of the House of Representatives that 
Thomas F. Bayard, ambassador of the United States to Qreat Britain, in 
publicly using the language above quoted has committed an offense agsdnst 
diplomatic propriety and an abuse of the privileges of his exalted position 

which should make him the re --■■:.-- -• -i ^-' = _.. . 

any political party. Such n 

prudent, delicate, and scrupulous reserv 

of State enjoined upon all diplomatic bl— . 

speech he affronts the great body of ht^ caootrymon , 

Eolicy of protection. In the other speech he offends all his countrymen who 
slleve that Americans are capable of self -government. Therefore, as the 
immediate representatives of the American people, and In their name, we 
condemn and censure the said utterances of Thomas F, Bayard, 
Beaolved further, That In the opinion ol the House of Eepresentatlves pul>- 



Ho speeches by our diplomatic or consular offlcers abroad which display par- 
tisanship or which condemn any political party or party policy or organiiia tlon 
of citizens In the United States are in dereliction of the duty of such oOtcers, 



Impa^ their usefulness as public servants, and diminish the confidence which 
they should always command at home and abroad. 

Mr. HITT. Mr. Speaker, two days after the last election, 

Thich took place on Tuesday, the 6th of November, the ambaasa- 
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dor of the United States to Great Britain delivered an address 
in Edinburgh, in which he inveighed in aviolent diatribe against 
the policy, the dominant tenet inthepoliticalcreed, of the Repub- 
lican puTty in tho United States. It was an amphfication and 
repetition of a planlt in the national Democratic platform denonnc- 
ing protection aa a fraud and robbery. The qaestion in the elec- 
tion that had just passed had been, in largest part, the question 
betweeu the protectionists or Republicans and their opponents, 
the riemocrat^. The distinguished audience whom he addressed 
had in the papers of that morning and that afternoon read the 
details of the election in the United States, and no doubt with 
great regret, all of themrecognizing that with the coming ascend- 
ency of the party of protection in this country a policy waa to be 
expected which would have what they considered a depressing 
effect upon British interests. 

It was under these circumstances that this passionate partisan 
speech was delivered by out ambassador on a foreign platform to 
foreigners. It drew attention in that country and m every other, 
and it again revived attention to a speech which our ambassador 
ha^l made a short time before, in August, at old Boston in Eng- 
land, in which he had said that his countrymen were "a strong, 
self-con Aden t, and oftentimes violent people — men who seek to 
have their own way, and I teli you plainly that it takes a real 
man to govern the people of the United States; fortunately in this 
case there is a real man to govern the people of the United States 
and hold their highest office." 

These utterances excited painful attention and great regret all 
over this country. They were brought to the attention of Con- 
gress as soon as this body assembled, but the House, moving with 
caution, instructed a committee to ascertain whether such state- 
ments had been made by an ambassador of this country and what 
action should he taken In the premises if they had. That com- 
mittee, after due deliberation, reported a resolution of inquiry 
which waa adopted by the House, asking the President whether, 
in fact, such declarations had been made by the American ambas- 
sador to Great Britain; and if so, what action had been taken 
thereon. By and by the President sent us all the correspondence, 
with the information that all that was alleged to have been de- 
clared by our ambassador in Edinburgh last November was indeed 
said by him, and that no action had been taken thereon whatever. 
That is the ci«e on which your committee have reported the reso- 
lutions now pending, expressing the disapproval of this House Of 
the action of an ambassador of the whole people of the United 
States in making passionate, partisan declaratious— in indulging 
in anathemas aimed at a gi'eat part of bin countrymen. 

There was an implied doubt in the inquiry of the House. Wa 
wished, we hoped, at the first news, that it would be found on ex- 
amination that the declarations made by our representative abroad 
had not been accurately re^wrted; that it might turn out that he 
had used such general terms that they could be accepted as not of- 
fensive to his countrj-men; tlijit itwas perhaps mere "academic" 
discussion of cold, general questions of political science, which, in 
the condensed form of the news report, had seemed harsh and par- 
tisan, But not SO; all such hopes were dissipated by the full text. 
When wo came to read the very words, as sent by his own hand, it 
was found that he spoke of a party cry, a partisan word, and in his 
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first line strictlj^ limited it to its harshest meaning. He aharply 
defines "protection" aa he denounces it, not as a general term in 
political science, or as it might toe treated in Oisi^oursea in the 
French Academy or at a Gfennan university. He says: 

In toy own couutry I have witnessed the inaafiablo growtli of tliat Torm of 
Htate Bocialisni styiea "protection," 

That which ia styled ' ' protection " in his own country is all tliat 
he speaks of— exactly that and nothing more. Thti word " dem- 
ocrat," the word "democratic," the word "republican," the word 
"republicanism" — all these have a general significance as they 
are found in literature, in political science, and in history. In 
that sense every member of the Republican party is a believer iu 
democracy aa opposed to aristocracy; and every Democrat in this 
Hail and in this country is a republican as opposed to a mon- 
archist. They have a general definition far different from what 
they mean in his own country, where what are styled " Democrat," 
"Democracy," and ' ' Democratic " refer to the adie rents and tenets 
of a powerful political organization, and what are styled " Repub- 
lican" and "Eepublicanism" refer to a party organization and a 
party creed; and what is styled "protection" in this country, in 
the strife of parties, ia a party tenet— the essence of Republican- 
ism. So it is bnown and understood by every boy on the street 
when he sees the word "protection" inscribed on a transparency 
in a political procession. 

There was no mistaking his meaning. To such an audience, 
depressed with the day's news of the sacceas of the protectionists 
in the elections in the United States on the previous Tuesday, our 
ambassador broke out in bitter denunciation of what was styled 
"protection" in his own country as " corrupting public life, l>an- 
ishing men of independent mind and charaeter from the public 
councils, lowering the tone of national representation, blunting 
public conscience, divorcing etiiics from politics, placing politics 
upon the low level of a mercenary scramble, and thro\ving legis- 
lation into the political market, where jobbers and chafferera take 
the place of statesmen." 

It was said on this floor, when the question was first broupbt 
up, that the President of the United States had uttered similar 
sentiments in the past. He uttered them at home, iu the luidst of 
political strife. The ambassador uttered them abroad, just after 
an election favorable to protection, and after he had made a pre- 
vious speech to Englishmen saying the American people were 
self-confident and oftentimes violent, whom it took a real man to 

fovem, but fortunately they had a real man holding the office of 
tesident. 

If the gentleman who uttered those words had been an Ameri- 
can citizen, traveling in his own personal private capacity, we 
could have taken no notice of them, whatever might have been 
our opinion of the good or the bad taste of an American talkmg 
in that strain in other countries. If Americans when abroad 
choose to reflect upon their country or their countrymen or their 
institutions, it ia their right; as private citizens they can do it. 
Bat not so with a man who goes from our Government to the 
court of the British Empire clothed with authority- who stands 
for the majesty of the whole Republic— who represents every citi- 
Ken in all this country. He is received as a public representative, 
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and as such hia statementa are accredited, justly accredited, as 
tbey would not otherwise be. When lie speaks of his country lie 
represents liis countrymen— he represents all of them: and his 
■words, whether to our honor or dishonor, are taken as the voice 
of the nation. Therein we all were wounded when he spoke with 
this bitter tongue of more than half hia countrymen. 

His predecessor, Mr. Lowell — a famous personality always and 
everywhere honored, but who when ambassador was treated vrith 
still greater respect, with the profoundest regard— when he was 
speaking to an English audience one day, and reference was 
made to American politics, said, "It is a rule with na, recognized 
aa moat fit, that family affairs should not be discussed before 
strajisera." [Loud applause.] That same Lowell once delivered 
an address in England with a title which could be perverted by a 
narrow-minded man into a partisan word. The subject of the 
address was " Democracy." But he treated it in a higher sense, 
with a loftier spirit. It contained no partisan railing; and when 
he concluded an Englishman would have vainly aakefl of his neigh- 
bor, " Is he a Democrat, or is he a Republican?" No; he was an 
American, and only an American. He conducted himself in ac- 
cordance with the duty of an ambassador in hia action and his 
utterances. 

In trntii, I believe there has not in a hundred years been a pub- 
lic utterance by any representative of the United States on any 
spot of the globe, from the humblest consular agent to an am- 
bassador, made either in eulogy or in denunciation of political 
parties at home. 

When the ambassador went to old Boston the account before 
us says that he was taken on a special train, that the bells in the 
city were rung upon his arrival, that flags decorated the public 
buildings as the cortege passed, and that ho was welcomed by 
the mayor and dignitaries of the city. That gentleman had been 
in Europe before, when he waa not an ambassador, and when he 
then amvod in towns the flags were not displayed on the public 
buildings, nor the bella rung, nor special traina, nor mayors, nor 
civic dignitaries necessary. 

He was presented to tliat great audience in Edinburgh with the 
profoundest respect as the American ambassador, and with such 
surroundings our ambassador lannchedinto these anathemas upon 
his countrymen. Had he been at home, had it been liefore elec- 
tion, he might have used strong partisan language and it would 
have fallen unheeiled, but this was addressed to foreigners, and 
every American of every party, of every shade of political opinion, 
felt the impropriety. 

When, by reason of the inquiry of this House, the President, 
through the Secretary of State, sent to the ambassador for informa- 
tion as to his speech, the ambassador replied tranamitting it and 
justifying it. Hochallenged article 7 of the instructions to diplo- 
matic offlcera as not having been violated. Think of it— an am- 
basaador and an ei-Sccretary of State defending himself against the 
offended sense of propnety of the whole nation by citing the mere 
strict letter, the bald letter, of a rule of the Department. He says 
no political canvass was approaching in that country. What had 
a speech denouncing a iiarty in hia own country to do with party 
conflicts in England? It ia prohibited by the regulations that any 
ofdcer in our service shall take part in the political contests of the 
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country to which he is accredited. But no President, no Secre- 
tory of State, has ever deemed it necessary heretofore to cantion 
even the humblest or the most ill-informed consular agent that he 
was not to go abroad and talk about our dom^tic politica. That 
has never been included in the regulations. He Bays, in justifying 
this strange speech: 

The Jodgmenta so delivered were formed by me after careful deliberation. 

Does anybody doubt that? Is that any justification? His old 
speeches in other places, iu partisan conlticta here, undoubtedly 
expressed similar sentiments, and no one questioned his sincerity. 
But that was in his campaigns at home, when he was not an am- 
bassador, but an ordinary Democratic politician trying to catch 
votes. What haa that to do with the gross impropriety of taking 
these violent sentiments, these partisan likings or dislikings to 
other lands, and uttering them when acting as the representative 
of all the people? In this justifying dispatch he aeems uncon- 
scious of the real nature of his offense. 

He wounded the feelings of all Americans at home, not because 
he censured Bepublicana or Republican tenets, not because he was 
a Democrat— that we knew from other sources. Had a Bepub- 
lican, acting as ambassador, indulged in railing at the Demo- 
cratic creed or its adherents as degrading and corrupting public 
life, is there a man in the whole country among the nnlliong of 
Republicans whowouldnothavefelthurt, humiliated, and offended 
at such a gross impropriety and injustice on the part of the repre- 
sentative of all the Democrats as well as all the Republicans in the 
United States? 

There lies the offense; not in the sincerity of the belief, not in 
the truth or falsity of what he utters; that has nothing whatever 
to do with it. The seventh article of the instructions in their 
spirit prohibits any such course, and the sincerity of the belief of 
the man who uttered such sentiments has nothing to do with the 
question. 

One ot the essentia! qualiflcatlona of a dirlomatio agent 1b to observe at all 
times a proper reserve in regard to tLe aCEairB of his Government, 

That, Mr. Speaker, was issued by Secretary of State Bayard. 
[Applause.] 



It is forbidden to diplomatic agentB abroad to participate In any manner In 
tho political concerns in the country of their residence; and they are di- 
rected especially to retrain from public eipreBsion* of opinion upon local, 
political, or other questions arislnK within their jurisdiction. 

It la deemed advisable to extend a similar prohibition against publjc, ad- 
drcBsos, oiceDt upon exceptionai festal occaslona, In the country of official 
residence. Even upon bucIi occasions the utmost caution must be observed 
in touching upon political matters. 

If our representatives abroad are to be cautions in touching on 
political matters in other countries, how much more in touching 
upon those that reach the quick sensibilities of the millions of 
their countrymen at home? 

Now, when this was reported in the papers some were incredu- 
lous, some censtired, some criticised, and some regretted. The 
press of the country, with almost absolnte unanimity, rebuked or 
censured or criticised the passionate partisan strain of the am- 
bassador. Even the English press, which was in sympathy with 
the political economic viewfl of the ambasBador, felt and expressed 
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also their sense of the impropriety of the ntteranoes. One of the 
great London joumaiR, explaining to its readers the close relation 
of protection to American politics, illustrated the irritation of the 
American people at the utterances of their ambaaaador by saying: 

How would we fool if tho British ambassador at Wasliinetoii had dfilivered 
a apECirli lit somepnblic asseinljly in Amoi-ic;a in favor ol iflsli home role and 
denouncing the Tory party, thai prevailed at the laat election 1 

The London Times, in a comment on the speech, which Is a 
carious mixture of patronizing and contempt, said that — 

Speeches such, as those made by Mr. Bayard would not I>e delivered by a 
European diplomat, and even in Mr, Bayard's caae they were ratlier snr- 
prisinu. 

Now, after the declaration by our ambassador that the polit- 
ical faith of one of the .great imrt iea of thia country was degrading 
and corrupting, after he had taken a declaration fi;ujid in the 
national Democratic platform, that protection is a fraud and a 
robbery, and translated it infaj his own more impulsive, specific, 
and pa^ionate phraae, what action did the President take witii 
reference to it? None whatever. Not a siiggration of admonition, 
although he had delivered his "judgments after careful delibera- 
tion" in such sti'ain as this: 

In my own conntry I have witneeeod the InRatlable growth of that form of 
state Hiicialtem utyled " pi-otectiun," which I bolicve lias done more to foster 
class Icjiislatiou and crwitu inequality of fortnno, to corrupt public We, to 
banish men of Independent mind and character from the pnbli^i oouncila, to 
lower the tone of naHoual representation, hlant public consuionce, era**" 
false staudardn in the popular mind, to bunlUariKe It with rel^nce upon at 



The policy of protection- 
has unheBitatiagly allied itself with every policy which, tends to commercial 



¥ lef;islation into the 



Does that refer to the displacement of paiiies in thia Hall from 
the aisle on my right to the aiole on my left? The reanit of the last 
election has in fact so increased the Republican or protectioniat 
members of this House tliat they now occupy it clear around from 
the end of the Hall on my right to the aisle on my left, beyond 
which the Democrats extend one-third of the House, inateail of the 
great majority they formerly had. Is there anyone on the floor 
ao bitterly iuilmed with partisan sentiment that he would utter 
in any presence such a slander as that the displacement on this 
floor by the last election put "jobbers" and "chafEerera" in the 
phice of " statesmen "? Could we, would any Republican here, find 
it in his heart to say that the result of the previous election where 
we were displaced and the Democrats given control of this House 
put jobbers and chaffcrers in the place of statesmen? No Repre- 
sentative of a district here on either side would use snch language. 
Is that the lanjjuago for a representative of the whole people of 
the United States? Had action been taken by the Executive, as 
has been so oft-on done in cases of indiscretion and improprieties 
far less than this by our officers abroad, this might have passed 
without notice by the House. But the President replies to our 
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inquiry that thotigh months have gone by no word, even of admo- 
nition, has been given to this offending officer. 

Mr, Speaker, tlto indiscretions and the offenses of consals and 
ministers abroad have often been rebuked by admonition or by 
censure, and sometimes by recall by the Department itself. 
There are innumerable examples of thifl. One of the early minia- 
ters we sent abroad was James Monroe, afterwards so justly 
famous, then young in the public service, and who indiscreetly 
made a glowing address in the French National Convention a few 
days after the fall of Robespierre in 1T94. It was undoubtedly 
an ill-advised thing to make such a 8i>eech to that blood-stained 
dreadful assembly. For that he was rebuked by an jtdmonition 
from the Secretary of State, and General Washinprton ^vrot© a 
few words about it, which it is worth while to read and ponder 
to-day in connection with the pending (juestion: 

The trutb is Mr, Monron was cajoled, tlattored. and mafle to bellovp strnngo 
things. In return ho dirt or was dispoaed to do wiiatevor was pleasing to 
that nation, i^eluctantly tu-ging the rights ot Ills own. 

It often happens that a minister tabes on the hue or opinions of 
the country where he resides in its contests with other countries. 
I have seen that occur. In the contest between Chile and Peru in 
1881 it BO hapijened that our ministers to those RepublicB came to 
Washington on leave of absence at the same time, reporting at 
the Department on the same day. I heard them both. Each 
stated that the country to which he was accredited was in the 
right and that the other was the aggressor, and they spoke almost 
as if attorneys for those Gtovcnimeuts. That is but natural, and 
it is a caution constantly given to our representatives to liewaro of 
it. but we never before had one who needed cautioning to prevent 
his speaking against hie own people. 

The amliassador himself justified his course in his letter before 
us to tlie Secretary. He sends a copy of this speech issued by the 
"Printers in Ordinary to Her Majesty." Hia speech has been 
reprinted in this country as a pai'tisan pamphlet by the New Eng- 
land Free Trade League. The committee charged to consider this 
question has reported resolutions censuring auch utterances. Is 
it nob time that Congress should speak? 

The minority in their report say that the proposition to censure 
by reaoliition is " unwarranted and unprecedented." Whether it 
is warranted or not I think nearly every citizen of the United 
States is perfectly qualified to answer, and the press of the United 
States long ago answered. 

It is not unprecedented— far from it.' The very last Congress 
passed a resolution to censnro Mr. Stevensi, minister to Hawaii. 
The minority find fault with this as an invasion of the functions 
of the Executive vrith wbich Congress should not interfere. It is 
not BO considered by the President. The President, by his influ- 
ence and pressure upon Democratic members in this Hoiisc, drove 
through a resolution, by the votes of rfiluctant members here, ceu- 
Buring Minister Stevens, who, it was alleged, had been too strongly 
zealous for his country, though the Democratic committee of the 
Senate afterwards found on careful examination that he had acted 
throughout within the lino of patriotic duty. You who were 
members of the last House, many of you, know that that vote was 
reluctant, gathered up from men who disliked it to the very last 
moment. 1 heard them myself in convorsation disavow their eym- 
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pathy -with the resolution, but they said they would yield because 
it lay so close to the heart of the President. He was then bent on 
overturning the Hawaiian Republic and restoring the Queen. 

We have often had ministers who went to the verge of indiscre- 
tion in the performance of their duties, where they were influ- 
enced by the public opinion where they resided, taking sides with 
that country in its contests with neighboring countries. But in 
none of these cases was fault found with the patriotism of the 
minister, nor did he indulge in any criticism of his own country. 
So, too, within a few days the Spanish minister in this city has 
been criticised for some public utterances, but they were not harsh 
judgments of his own people or any part of them. Minister 
Stevens was not condemned by the Democratic majority of this 
HoTise for any word or act against any of his countrymen. If 
that waa an occasion for a resolution of censure by the House, 
the gentlemen who voted for it must agree that this "is a far more 
fitting occasion for the House to act. 

In these resolutions the House lays down a just rule for all our 
diplomatic and consular officers in all countries — that they should 
not in public speeches display partisanship, or condemn any polit- 
ical party or party policy or organization in the United States; 
that such conduct is in dereliction of their duty, impairs their use- 
fulness, and diminishes the confidence they should always com- 
mand. Such a rule of conduct I think ought to have the vote of 
every member of the House and the assent of every American, so 
that'it will never again happen that an ambassador representing 
the seventy millions of the great Republic will anywhere ,in the 
world forget tliat he represents, not a party, but the whole people, 
and that it is his duty not to darken the good name of any part or 
them. It is a wrong to the country he represents, to that great 
Republicwith whose majesty and dignity he is clothed, and to all 
the people for whom he speaks in all his public utterances. [Ap- 
plause.] 

Friday, March SO. 

The question being on the adoption of the first resolution; there 
were— yeas 182, nays 72, 

So the first resolution was agreed to. 

The question then being on the second resolution, there were— 
yeas 192, nays 59. 

So the second resolution was agreed to. 

The question being then on the adoption of the preamble, it 
was agreed to without a diviaion. 
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EEMAEKS 



HON. E. R. HITT. 

Wednesday, December 18, 1S9S. 

Mr. HITT. Mr. Speaker, I ask unaiiiinoua consent of the House 
for the immediate consideration of the bill wliieh I send to the 
Clerk's desk to be read. 

The Clerk read as follows: 



-„ .. .,_ — „ JO divisional line between the Kepubli 

Venezuela and British Guiana. 

Be it enocfed, etc.. That the sum of SIO(1,000 be, and the aarae is hereby, ap- 
propriated for the expenses of a coramiaaion, tobe apixiintfid by tha President, 
to jnyestiKata and report upon the true diyiaioual line between tbo Republic 
M Venezuela and British Guiana. 

[Loud applause,] 

The SPEAKER. The question is upon unanimous consent to 
the present consideration of the bill which has been repDtted to the 
House, t « « Is there ob,iectioni [After a pause.] TheChair 
hears none. [Loud applause.] 

Mr. HITT. Mr. Speaker, I desire to say a word in explanation 
of the bill and its purpose, which I trust will satisfy everyone in 
this House— and I will say it without mentionina: this side of the 
House or that side. I hope we have not two sides of the House 
when it cornea to aquestion of thisldnd. [Loud applause.] The 
President of the United States on yesterday sent a message to this 
House, at the conclusion of the reading of which the House ad- 
journed; therewashardlytimefordeliberateaction; anditmight, 
perhaps, have been deemed precipitate if taken at that time; but 
we have all examined it after having heard it read from the deak. 
After a general discussion in that message of doctrines, policies, 
and national interests, there is a req\iest made directly by the Ex- 
ecutive to this House tor action to aid him in the exercise of his 
Executive functions. 

It is a part of the Executive function to aecertain the facts relat- 
ing to any question in negotiation with a foreign country. The 
gravity of the case is such that the President suggests a mode of 
determining a cardinal question in the controversy, and he asks 
na to cooperate with him by enabling him to apijoint three or more 
men to examine the records and evidence and the facts involved. 
In this contention between two great Governments the first fact 
for us to remember as patriotic Americans is that the success of our 
country in its contention depends, above ail, upon our presenting 
a united front, so that all Americans shall appear to be one and 
that onz Qovemment shall speak for all the people of the United 
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Stflites. [Applause,] And the prompt response of the people's 
representatives here, according this small sum of money to pay 
the expenses of an investigation, which the President says shall 
be carefully and judicially made, and -with the least delay possi- 
ble — a suggestion of promptness which I am sure was made in 
good faith and will he so carried out by an American President — 
we answering in that spirit which becomes Americans and 
promptly granting the appropriation, the spectacle will be pre- 
sented to the foreigner, to otir opponent, of a Republic that is as 
one man. [Applause.] 

In negotiations of this character any officer charged with the 
duty of representing his Government is hampered and the oppo- 
nent is encouraged by every word of dissent that comes from his 
home. Every criticism behind the officer's back puts him at a 
disadvantage, and hesitation by this Congress, the postponing of 
this simple question of an appropriation to aid the President in 
performing an Executive function, would he construed by the 
British press and the British Government as evidence that the peo- 
ple of the United States were not in accord, that his action in the 
matter had some relation to party tactics, and that he did not 
apeak the voice of tlie American people. 

Let ua answer and do our duty, all of ns, now. We shall have 
long days in which to discuss the Monroe doctrine and the exact 
words in which it should be formulated if we do not agi-ee with 
the precise tenns in which Mi', Ohiey or the President has put it. 
But on this particular matter now presented discussion of various 
views only confuses and gives aid and comfort to those across the 
sea. Any diacloaure of dissent here — and at bottom there really 
is none— any appearance of dissent would not aid, but would 
hamper, those who are clothed by the Constitution with author- 
ity to speak for the nation and charged with this great duty. I 
hope, therefore, that the House will proceed to pass the bill with- 
out delay. I have made these few remarks, not from any desire 
to speak or debate myself, but merely as a sug^stion by way of 
guidance to the immediate action which I bebeve we ought to 
take, and in which I hope all will concur. 

And now, Mr. Speaker, unless there is some considerable body 
of gentlemen here who desire discussion, I will move the previous 
qnestion. 

Mr. DINGLEY. Mr. SiKskor, I would suggest to the gentle- 
man a slight modification in the bill. It appropriates $100,000, 
and I would suggest that be add the words "or so much thereof 
as may be necessary," 

Mr. HITT. I accept that amendment. 

Mr. CRISP. I ask the gentleman to withhold the demand for 
the previous question for a moment. 

Mr. HITT, I will yield to the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. CRISP. Mr. Speaker, together with all on this side of the 
House, 1 rejoice that tiie gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Hitt] has 
been recognized to ask consideration of the bill which has jnst 
been read at the Clerk's desk. It does seem to me that there can 
he no division in this House an to the propriety of the immediate 
passage of that bill. For a great many years there has been a con- 
trovei-Kv as to tlio divisional line between the Republic of Vene- 
zuela and British Guiana. "We respectfully invited Great Britain 
to submit the controversy between that Government and ttie 
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Rejinblic of Venezriela to arbitration. Groat Britain has declined 
arbitration. Now, what are we to do? If the American people 
have a iixed opinion npon any queation, it is tlie opinion that no 
Eoropean country shall be permitted to acquire territory on the 
American continentbyforce. [Applause.] Now, the question is, 
What are we to do 

Mr. HITT. Mr. Speaker, I yielded to the gentleman at his re- 
quest, and I was glad to do so, because he is a very distingui^t^ 
and experienced member of this House, but I yielded for what I 
auppc«ed was to be a suggestion about the bill, and I beg the gen- 
tleman now not to try to precipitate general debate upon thig 
subject. 

Mr, CRISP. Surely he will accord to me the privilegoof occu- 
pying as much time as he occupied; especially ae he has presented 
this morning the bill which I tried to introduce yesterday, 

Mr. HITT. But I beR the gentleman not to go into a discussion 
of the merits of the question at this time. 

Mr, CRISP. I did not intend to do that. I simply desired to 
suggest that, inasmuch as Great Britain has decline<I arliitration 
of this controversy, we are bound to ascertain, and to ascertain 
speedily, on which side lies the right, and that is the object of the 
President's message and of this bill. If we are not to have the 
assistance of Great Britain in ascertaining the facts by means of 
an arbitration, then we must ascertain them for ourselves, and we 
ought to do it at once. 

The suggestion of my friend from Maine [Mr. Bodtellb] to 
wait until a committee is appointed means to wait three weeks, 
while we should at once authorize the appointment of this com- 
mission and the payment of its expenses so that it may proceed, 
as I have just said, to ascertain where the right is; and everyone 
may rest assured that ■when we ascertain rfiere the right is we 
have the courage and the manhood to maintain it. [Loud ap- 
plause.! 

Mr. GROSVENOR. Mr. Speaker 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois moves the pre- 
vious question. 

Mr. GROBVENOR. Will not the gentleman from Georgia 
[Mr, Celsp] allow me to ask him a {luestion? I was trying to get 
til attention while he was on the floor, [Cries of "Votel"'* Vote!"] 

Mr. McCiiEABY of Kentucky addressed the Chair while the 
Speaker was proceeding to put the question. 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. I ask the gentleman from Illi- 
nois to yield me two minutes only. 

Mr. HITT. The gentleman will pardon me; I can not. I know 
the patriotic spirit which animates him; but he will have to par- 
don me. I can not do it, 

Mr. McCREARY of Kentucky. I simply desire to say that I 
heartily indorse the bill offered by the gentleman from Illinois 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Illinois does not yield. 

Mr. HITT. I can not yield. 

The SPEAKER. The question is on ordering the previous ques- 
tion. 

Mr. BOUTELLE. I hope the gentleman from Blinois will not 
press the previous question without permitting me to ask him 
what the scope of the resolution is. ^ 

The question being put on ordering the previous question, it was 
ordered. [General applause.] 



dhy Google 



/V8: 

■166 



[!■-: 



dbyGoogle 



